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Claing 

In llic Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for engaging, rotating and removing the 
cup of a lire inflation val vc stem. whercin[[,]] the apparatus comprises; 

n handle member; 

a generally rigid shall member having an inboard end attached to the handle 
member and Further having an outboard cndi 

a cap removal unit including a resilicnlly deformable cap engaging member 
having a longitudinal axis a ligned with the shaft member , an inboard end connected to 
ihe outboard end of Ihc shaft member, and an outboard end provided with a passageway 
that extends iu-jeasfr-p ariially into alon g the entire longitudinal axis of the cap engaging 
member* whcrcin[[J] the outboard end of the passageway is dimensioned to frictionally 
engage a cap of a lire inflation valve stem, whe rein the cap engaging member is further 
pjliyj.dedwi|ha tensi oning band spaced in war dly from the outboard end of the ca p 
engagi ng member, th e tension ing band being disposed to limit expansion of the cap 
P.wWfij n g member whereby trave l of the cap into the outbo a rd end of the passageway is 
limit ed, wherein the cap e ngaging member includes an intermediate portion disposed 
.between t he outboard end of t he sh aft member and the ten si oning band, whereby the ca p 
engaging .me mber may be resiiicn tly deformed out of alignment with the shaft member t o 
acce ss the. cap of the valve stem , 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as in claim [[3]] I [[;]] A whcrcin[[J] 
.s;ucl passageway has an inboard end dimensioned to friciionally engage the outboard 
end of the shaft member. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus ns in claim [[5]) 4 [[;]] a whcrcin[[,]J 
the cap engaging member is further provided with a .securing band for captively 
engaging the shaft member relative to the cap engaging member 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 
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